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Phrasal Verbs
Phrasal verbs are multi-word verbs. They are made up of two or three words;the combination of words takes on a completely different meaning to the verbs
	Phrasal Verb
	Meaning
	Sentences


	Go through
	To experience a difficult or unpleasant situation
	I've been going through a bad patch recently.

You'd think his children would be more sympathetic towards him after all he's gone through (= the many bad things he has experienced).

	
	To examine something which contains a collection of things carefully in order to organize them or find something:
	I'm going through my wardrobe and throwing out all the clothes I don't wear any more.

Remember to go through the pockets before you put those trousers in the washing machine.

	
	To be officially accepted or approved:
	A council spokeswoman said that the proposals for the new shopping centre were unlikely to go through.

	Go down
	To move down to a lower level or place
	He went down on his knees and begged for forgiveness.

He first went down the mines when he was 17.

	
	To reach or go as far as
	Its roots can go down three meters.

This path goes down to the river.

Go down to (= Read as far as) the bottom of the page.

	
	To lose or be defeated
	England's unbeaten run of ten games ended last night when they went down 4-2 to France.

Dictators rarely go down without a fight.

	Go over
	Examine
	The auditor went over the balance sheet.

Forensic scientists are going over the victim's flat in a search for clues about the murderer.

	
	To study or explain something
	I always go over my revision notes just before I go into an exam

	
	To change to something new or to a new way of doing things:
	Many motorists are going over from leaded to unleaded fuel.

She went over (= changed her support) to the Democrats at the last election.

	Go by
	Judge from, to be guided by
	You cannot always go by appearances.

It is a rule to go by.

	
	to move past,in space or time
	You can watch the trains going by from this window.

You can't let an opportunity like that go by - it's too good to miss.

Hardly a day goes by when I don't think about her.

	
	To base an opinion, decision or judgment on something
	What do you go by when you're deciding whether or not to employ someone?



	Bring out
	Show
	Our teacher often tells us a story to bring out the meaning of a lesson.

	
	Publish
	The publishers have recently brought out a cheap edition of their new dictionary.

	
	To produce something to sell to the public
	They've just brought out a new, smaller phone.

	Bring down
	To cause someone in a position of power to lose their job
	This scandal could bring down the government.

	
	To reduce the level of something
	When are they going to bring down the price of DVD players?

	Bring in
	To introduce something new such as a product or a law
	New safety regulations have been brought in.

	
	To make money
	Their chain of pubs and restaurants brings in millions of pounds a year.

	
	To ask someone to do a particular job
	We need to bring in an expert to deal with this problem.

	Bring up
	To care for a child until it is an adult, often giving it particular beliefs
	She was brought up by her grandmother.



	
	To start to talk about a particular subject
	She's always bringing up her health problems.

	
	To vomit something
	She was crying so much I thought she'd bring up her breakfast.

	Make out
	To see, hear or understand something or someone with difficulty
	I can't make out your writing.



	
	To write all the necessary information on an official document
	I made a cheque out for £20 to 'Henry's Supermarket.

	
	To deal with a situation, usually in a successful way
	How is Frances making out in her new job?



	Make up


	Reconcile
	Sometimes ago the two brothers quarreled, but they have now made it up.

	
	To prepare or arrange something by putting different things together
	The maid will make up your room later.

	
	To reduce or replace something, usually an amount of time or work, that has been lost:
	You'll have to make up the work you've missed while you were away.

	Make for
	To result in or make possible
	Having faster computers would make for a more efficient system.

	
	To go in the direction of a place or thing
	They made for the centre of town.

	Make off
	To leave quickly, usually in order to escape
	The burglars made off before the police arrived.

	Get away
	To leave or escape from a person or place, often when it is difficult to do this
	We walked to the next beach to get away from the crowds.



	
	To go somewhere to have a holiday, often because you need to rest
	I just need to get away for a few days.



	Get over
	To get better after an illness, or feel better after something or someone has made you unhappy
	It took him years to get over the shock of his wife dying.



	Get through
	To succeed in an exam or competition
	She got through her exams without too much trouble.

	
	To experience a difficult or unpleasant situation
	I've been getting through a bad patch recently.



	
	To examine something which contains a collection of things carefully in order to organize them or find something:
	I'm getting through my wardrobe and throwing out all the clothes I don't wear any more.



	Get down
	If something gets you down, it makes you feel unhappy and dissatisfied
	I know it's frustrating, but don't let it get you down.

	
	To write something, especially something that someone has said:
	I didn't manage to get down that last bit she said, about the meeting.

	
	To start to direct your efforts and attention towards something
	I've got a lot of work to do, but I can't seem to get down to it.



	Put out
	To make something that is burning, such as a fire or cigarette, stop burning
	Firefighters have been called to put out the fire in the city centre.



	
	To cause trouble or extra work for someone
	Would it put you out if we came tomorrow instead of today?

	
	To make an effort to do something to help somebody, even if it is inconvenient
	Brian's always willing to put himself out for other people.

	Put off
	To decide or arrange to delay an event or activity until a later time or date


	The meeting has been put off for a week.

	
	To take someone's attention away from what they want to be doing or should be doing
	Once she's made up her mind to do something, nothing will put her off.



	
	To make someone dislike something or someone, or to discourage someone from doing something
	The smell of hospitals always puts me off.

His attitude put me right off him.

	Turn out
	To happen in a particular way or to have a particular result, especially an unexpected one
	As events turned out, we were right to have decided to leave early.

How did the recipe turn out?

	
	To be known or discovered finally and surprisingly
	[+ to infinitive] The truth turned out to be stranger than we had expected.

[+ that] It turns out that she had known him when they were children.

	Turn up
	To arrive or appear somewhere, usually unexpectedly or in way that was not planned
	She turned up at my house late one night.

	
	If something that you have been looking for turns up, you find it unexpectedly
	The missing letter eventually turned up inside a book.

	
	If a better situation or an opportunity to do something turns up, it happens or becomes available unexpectedly or in a way that was not planned
	Don't worry about it - something will turn up, you'll see.



	Turn down
	To refuse an offer or request
	He offered her trip to Australia but she turned it/him down.

	Come down
	To  fall and land on the ground
	A lot of trees came down in the storm.

	Come off
	To happen as planned or to succeed
	There was some sort of property deal that didn't come off.

	Come up
	To move towards someone
	A young girl came up to me and asked for money.

	
	To be mentioned or talked about in conversation
	What points came up at the meeting?

	
	If a job or opportunity comes up, it becomes available
	A position has come up in the accounts department.

	Come round
	To visit someone in their home
	Come round tonight and we'll watch a video.

	
	To become conscious again after an accident or operation
	She hasn't come round from the anesthetic yet.

	
	If an event that happens regularly comes round/around, it happens at its usual time
	Christmas comes round so quickly!

	Set off
	To start a journey
	What time will we have to set off for the station tomorrow?



	
	To cause an activity or event, often a series of events, to begin or happen:
	The court's initial verdict in the police officers' trial set off serious riots.

	
	To cause a loud noise or explosion, such as that made by a bomb or an alarm (= a warning sound), to begin or happen
	Terrorists set off a bomb in the city centre.



	Set on / upon
	To attack someone
	He was set upon by a vicious dog.

	
	To surround or catch someone and prevent them from escaping:
	As he left the theatre, the singer was set upon by fans desperate for autographs.

	Set up
	The way in which things are organized or arranged
	When I started my new job, it took me a while to get used to the set-up.



	Set off
	To cause an activity or event, often a series of events, to begin or happen
	The court's initial verdict in the police officers' trial set off serious riots.

	
	To start a journey
	What time will we have to set off for the station tomorrow?



	Pass on / away
	Polite expression for die (stop living):
	She's terribly upset because her father passed away last week.

	Pass on
	To tell someone something that another person has told you

	If he provided us with any information, no one passed it on to me.

	Pass off
	To happen
To give someone something that another person has given you
	Could you pass it on to Laura when you've finished reading it?

	Pass round
	To  offer something to each person in a group of people
	Could you do me a favour and pass these sandwiches round?

	Take away
	To remove something
	Take these chairs away - we don't need them.



	
	To subtract a number
	Four take away two is two.

If you take 4 away from 12 you get 8.

	Take on
	To accept a particular job or responsibility
	She took too much on and made herself ill.

	
	To employ someone
	She was taken on as a laboratory assistant.

	
	To compete against or fight someone
	The Government took on the unions and won.

	Take in
	To understand completely the meaning or importance of something
	I had to read the letter twice before I could take it all in.



	
	To include something
	The new town takes in three former villages.

	
	To do paid work for other people, such as washing or sewing, in your home:
	She supported her family by taking in laundry.

	Take over
	To get control of a company by buying most of its shares (= the equal parts into which the ownership of the company is divided)
	The company he works for has recently been taken over.

	
	To start doing a job or being responsible for something that another person did or had responsibility for before:
	He took over from the previous headmaster in February.

She took over as manager two weeks ago.

Colin Lamb has taken over responsibility for this project.

	Carry on
	To continue doing something, or to cause something to continue
	Let's carry on this discussion at some other time.

Carry on the good work!

Sorry to interrupt, do carry on (with what you were saying).

You just have to carry on as if nothing's happened.

	
	To have a sexual relationship
	Is it true that Rachel and Marcus have been carrying on (with each other)?

	Carry out
	To do or complete something, especially that you have said you would do or that you have been told to do
	Nigel is carrying out research on early Christian art.

The hospital is carrying out tests to find out what's wrong with her.

Our soldiers carried out a successful attack last night.

It is hoped that the kidnappers will not carry out their threat to kill the hostages.

Don't blame me. I'm only carrying out my orders/instructions.

	Carry off
	To succeed in doing or achieving something difficult

	I thought he carried off the part of Hamlet with great skill.

She was nervous about giving a talk to her colleagues, but she carried it off very well.


	Do in
	To make someone extremely tired
	That hockey match really did me in.

	
	To make someone extremely tired:
	That hockey match really did me in.

	Do out
	To clean or tidy something
	I'd like you to do out your room before Chris comes to stay.

	
	To decorate something
	They did the room out with balloons and streamers ready for the party.

We've had the bathroom done out in pale yellow.

	
	To stop someone from getting or keeping something, especially in a dishonest or unfair way
	Thousands of pensioners have been done out of millions of pounds as a result of the changes.

	Do over
	To attack someone violently
	They said they'd do me over if I refused to drive the getaway car

	
	To do something again because you did not do it well the first time
	This essay's the worst you've ever done. I think you should do it over.

	Do up
	To fasten something or become fastened
	Can you help me to do up my dress?

Do your shoes/laces up before you trip over.

These trousers must have shrunk - I can't do the zip up.

Why won't this zip do up?

	
	To repair or decorate a building so that it looks attractive
	I'd like to buy a run-down cottage that I can do up.

	
	To wrap something in paper:
	She always does her presents up beautifully in gold and silver paper.

	Pull apart
	To separate two things or people
	They went for each other with their fists and had to be pulled apart.

	
	To say that something, usually a piece of work, is very bad:
	The last essay I gave him he completely pulled apart.

	Pull off
	To succeed in doing something difficult or unexpected
	The central bank has pulled off one of the biggest financial rescues of recent years.

	
	If a vehicle pulls off, it starts moving
	The car pulled off and sped up the road.

	Pull down
	To destroy a building
	They pulled down the warehouse to build a new supermarket

	
	If an illness or a difficult situation or experience pulls you down, it makes you feel unhappy or physically weak
	That virus she had two months ago really pulled her down - she still hasn't fully recovered.

	
	To earn a stated amount of money
	Between them they must be pulling down over $100 000 a year.

	Sit around
	To spend time sitting down and doing very little
	We sat around most of the evening, waiting for Jake and drinking beer.

	Sit  on
	To delay taking action about something
	The company has been sitting on my letter for weeks without dealing with my complaint.

	Sit in
	To go as a group into a public building and refuse to leave or to allow normal activities to continue there until a situation that you are complaining about is changed
	Students staged a sit-in in the university offices as part of their protest campaign.

	
	To be present in a meeting or class, watching it but not taking part in it
	There will be a school inspector sitting in on your class this morning.

	Cut in
	To interrupt what someone is saying by saying something yourself
	I was just talking to Jan, when Dave cut in (on us/our conversation).

	
	To make a sudden sideways movement to position your car in front of another car, not leaving a safe distance between the two vehicles
	Did you see that white car cut in (on us/in front of us)?

	
	To permit someone to take part in something, for example a game or business
	Shall we cut you in (on the deal/game)?

	Cut off
	To stop providing something such as electricity, supplies, etc.
	If this bill is not paid within five days, your gas supply will be cut off.

The aim was to cut off the enemy's escape route/supplies.

	
	To remove a part of something to make it smaller or shorter, using a sharp tool such as a knife:
	Remember to cut off the fat before you fry the steak.

	
	To stop people from continuing a telephone conversation by breaking the telephone connection
	We were cut off before she could give me directions.

	Cut up
	To behave in a very active and silly way in order to make people laugh

	I hate it when Jane cuts up in class.

	
	To suddenly move your car sideways in front of another car which was in front of you, leaving too little space
	I got/was cut up several times on the motorway this morning - I've never seen such dangerous driving!

	Cut across
	If a problem or subject cuts across different groups of people, all of those groups are affected by or interested in it
	Support for environmental issues cuts across traditional party lines.

	
	To go straight from one side of an area to another instead of going round
	If we cut across the field, it'll save time.

	Keep away
	To not go somewhere or near something, or to prevent someone from going somewhere or near something:
	Keep away from the edge of the cliff.

	Keep up
	To continue without stopping or changing, or to continue something without allowing it to stop or change
	Keep up the good work!

	
	To not allow something that is at a high level to fall to a lower level
	You must eat to keep your strength up.

	
	To be able to understand or deal with something that is happening or changing very fast
	I read the papers to keep up with what's happening in the outside world.

	Keep down
	To prevent a person or group of people from having any power or freedom
	It's all part of a conspiracy to keep women down.

	
	To be able to eat or drink something without vomiting
	On the day after her operation she couldn't keep anything down.

	
	To control the size or number of something and prevent it from increasing
	We need to work hard to keep our prices down.

	Keep to
	If you keep to a particular subject, you only talk about that subject
	For heaven's sake let's keep to the point or we'll never reach any decisions.

	
	To do what you have promised or planned to do
	I think we should keep to our original plan.

	
	To keep something secret
	I don't want everyone to know, so if you could keep it to yourself I'd appreciate it.

	Run after
	To try very hard to get or achieve something:
	She has spent her life running after fame and fortune.

	
	To try to start a sexual relationship with someone
	He's always running after women.

	Run away
	To leave a place or person secretly and suddenly
	He ran away from home when he was only 12.

Malcolm and my sister are planning to run away together to get married.

	
	To avoid dealing with a problem or difficult situation
	She accused him of running away from his responsibilities.

	Run down
	To criticize someone or something, often unfairly
	He's always running himself down.

	
	To reduce a business or organization in size or importance, or to become reduced in this way
	They claim that the government is secretly running down the Youth Training Schemes.

	
	To hit and injure a person or animal with a vehicle, especially intentionally
	Two masked men on motorbikes tried to run me down.

	Run off
	To leave somewhere or someone suddenly
	You can't run off (home) now, just when I need you!

My wife has run off with another man.

	
	To leave a place or person suddenly after having stolen something from them
	He ran off with $10 000 of the company's money.

	Move in
	If the police, army or any group of people in authority move in, or if someone moves them in, they take control or attack, in order to deal with a difficult or dangerous situation
	When a company goes out of business, officials usually move in to take control.

The decision has been made to move UN troops in to try and stop the fighting.

	
	If you move in on a person or place, you come close or closer to them in order to attack or take control of them
	Government troops are moving in on the rebel stronghold.

	Move on
	To leave the place where you are staying and go somewhere else
	I've been in Paris long enough - it's time to move on.

	
	to start a new activity
	I'd done the same job for years and felt it was time to move on.

	Move out
	To stop living in a particular home
	Her landlord has given her a week to move out.


